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MONDAY 14 JULY, 1975 


Council Decides 


THEY ARE FOR SELF-GOV'T 

AFTER MONTHS OF DEBATING,, 
thinking, listening, delaying, 
squabbling over legal points and 
bumping heads with one another* 
Norfolk Council last Wednesday 
presented voters with its 
recommendations on how the 
Island ought to be governed in the 
future* 

Council has wrestled with the 
problem under various different 
headings including ’’Executive 
Authority” and specific stands on 
administrative questions. Public 
pressure for'a Council Statement 
to the Royal Commission finally 
brought majority agreement* 

The Council submission to the 
Commission is about 2,000 words 
long. While it leaves some difficult 
issues to be solved later, it is 
direct and plain. 

It was approved by six elected 
Councillors and the Administrator. 

It was voted against by Cr. 

McIntyre, whose Council argu» 
ments have strongly favoured 
almost complete independence for 
Norfolk, and by Cr. Bathie, who 
has repeatedly favoured the 
limited Council powers he ad¬ 
vocated in introducing the 1960 
local government proposals. 

Council’s submission recommends 
that — 

- Norfolk be a self-governing 
Territory of Australia. 

- Council take over responsibility 
for administering ”all those 
activities which are at present 
carried out by the Administrator. ” 

- Council hire a trained Executive 
Officer to be Island Manager. 

*■ Australian powers be limited to 
(Continued on page 3) 
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SGT« PETER HARRISON CHECKS AN 
UNREGISTERED .410 GA. SHOTGUN 

AMNESTY ON FIREARMS 

AN AMNESTY on all unregistered 
guns on Norfolk has been declared 
through the end of July. 

Police Sgt. Peter Harrison says he 
believes that there are many shotguns, 
rifles and handguns on the Island that 
aren't registered. ”In manv cases 
they could be guns that people don’t 
really want any more. In other cases 
people may be concerned that they 
would be in difficulty, not having 
registered the gun in the past. 

’’Now they can bring them in, get 
them registered, and not be concerned. 

"If they don’t want the gun any 
longer, we’ll dispose of it. 7 - 

’’Unwanted and unregistered guns 
are potentially a hazard, particularly 
to children. So are live ammunition, 
and some- kinds of war souvenirs. ’’ 

n.i.may do water tests 

THE AUSTRALIAN Department of 
Health is expected to make a sub¬ 
mission to the Royal Commission, 
and a Department doctor arrived on 
the Island yesterday to gather infor¬ 
mation for the submission. 

While he is here, it is hoped he 
will examine the extension of Health 
Inspector Tony Guiseppi's facilities 
for making tests of Island drinking 
water supplies. 

At present water samples are sent 
to Australia for lab tests, but the 
samples can become stale, and tests 
unreliable, with the shipping delay. 


PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


Evid ence W aited 

SIR JOHN NIMMO SAYS HE 
STARTS WITH MIN D OPEN 

N.H.McIntyre Uuestions 

"AT THIS STAGE, .1 don’t know 
what the status of Norfolk Island is, " 

Sir John Nimmo, Commissioner of 
the Royal Commission into Norfolk's 
future, said at the opening session 
last Monday. 

He was replying to a series of 
questions that had been sent to the 
Commission by solicitor N.H. 

McIntyre, asking for ’’directions” on 
what Sir John wants and expects in 
the hearings. 

Mr. McIntyre questioned whether 
the Commission was competent to 
consider Norfolk’s status, and 
whether Sir John would be able to 
make decisions on some funda¬ 
mental Island matters. 

There is one court proceeding in 
Australia that Mr. McIntyre said 
could determine Norfolk's status, . 
and several other court cases are 
pending. He asked whether there 
were an anomoly in the Royal ' 
Commission's being asked to ' ; 

determine a question that will 
shortly be before the courts. 

He said he had been advised . 
that Norfolk Island's constitutional, 
position is "very definitely in one ' 
direction”, which is directly 
opposite to What the Australian 
Government Appears to believe. 

Sir John made gentle, brief and 
firm rulings on most of Mr. 

McIntyre’s questions. Could he 
actually find that Norfolk is not 
a Territory of Australia? Yes. 

Is it assumed -r as the .‘terms of 
reference could imply -- that 
the people of Norfolk are Australian 
citizens? That will be determined 
on the basis of evidence before the 
Commission, said Sir John. 

Is it assumed that Norfolk is ”a 
part of Australia?” That is to be 
found out, said Sir John. Is it 
(Continued on page 3) 
















FIONA' "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles — perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last. 
Miltons had the lot*.»now we've got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we'll get 
it all home...he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line..." 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot.- The rest of the 
time was pure holiday. 





Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


















COUNCIL'S PUN 

(Continued from page one) 

national policy, defence, foreign 
affairs, and providing "expertise” to 
help Norfolk problems. 

- Council have power to make 
ordinances, regulations and by-laws. 
The present Norfolk ordinances would 
be re-drafted. 

- Australia appoint (if it wishes) a 
representative of the appropriate 
Minister to be resident on the 
Island. He would communicate 
Australian policies to Council and 
to the Island Manager, and keep 
Canberra informed on Island 
affairs. He would also have 
authority — held jointly with the 
Administration — to supervise the 
courts and police force. 

As a check and balance to Council’s 
power, Australia should probably be 
able to veto ordinances passed by 
Council, and the Australian repres¬ 
entative on the Island should 
probably be able to veto by-laws. 

But Council is uncertain about 
details of these veto powers, and 
says they should be "defined by 
negotiation. " 

The full text of Council's sub¬ 
mission is reprinted in this issue. 

It includes comments on each of 
the Royal Commission’s terms of 
reference. 

, It also says that if the Commission’s 
findings are contrary to the wishes of 
the people of Norfolk, Council 
would favour a referendum to 
determine the will of the majority 
on what the legal relationship should 
be between the Island and 
Australia. 

Included with the text of the 
submission, issued Friday, is an 
organisation chart showing how 
Norfolk and Australian powers would 
operate. Hastily drafted as 
Councillors were preparing for a 
week’s study tour of Australian 
local government, it includes some 
unworkable double lines of 
executive authority. 

Administrator E.T. Pickerd told 
the News that some of these lines 
were intended as "executive 
communication" rather than 
"executive authority" channels, 
and that the chart will receive 
further Council study before it can 
be considered part of a firm 
recommendation. 

sir John & mcintyre 

(Continued from page one) 
assumed that company activities 
have been‘harmful? Sir John 
Nimmo said the evidence might show 
that there had been no harm. 

Mr. McIntyre asked leave to 
appear before the Commission as the 
representative of Mrs. Kienhuize-Bloc, 
the Norfolk group called "All Ucklan", 
the Citizens Association, the Flora 
and Fauna Societv. the Chamber of 


Commerce, and himself. 

Sir John asked Mr. McIntyre why it 
was necessary for such groups and 
individuals to be represented. He 
said the Commission was a simple 
information-gathering exercise, and 
that experienced legal counsel had 
been appointed, who were quite able 
to carry out inquiries themselves. 

In supporting his request to appear 
on behalf of others, Mr. McIntyre 
said people on the Island were not 
familiar with Royal Commissions. 

He said that many on the Island 
speak ’"Norfolkese" and that when 
questioned in English, they some¬ 
times had to translate the question 
into their own language in their 
minds, think out the answer, and 
translate the answer into English. 

This process could be difficult and 
frustrating. 

(A chalkboard poster appeared the 
next day in a Burnt Pine shop 
window reading, "Norfolk Islander 
Speaks English".) 

Cedric Hampson, the senior 
barrister for the Commission, argued 
that Mr. McIntyre’s appearing for 
others could cause difficulty, and 
said that he felt Mr. McIntyre’s 
appearances should be limited, and 
not be a general right of appearance, 
speaking and cross-examining. Mr. 
McIntyre said he did not feel Mr. 
Hampson's views and his own were 
far apart, and Sir John granted leave 
to Mr. McIntyre, to be limited as 
recommended by Mr. Hampson. 


ISLAND INCOME TO DROP 

NORFOLK ISLAND Admin 
revenues are expected to drop by an 
estimated $59,300 in the current 
year. 

While the financial estimates 
have not yet been approved, the 
drop was revealed in Council’s 
submission for the Royal Comm¬ 
ission. 

Administrator E.T. Pickerd, 
commenting on the expected 
fall-off in revenues, said that a 
growth factor had been allowed 
for, but the unusual Success of the 
U. P. U. stamp issue in 1974/75 
couldn’t be repeated in 1975/76. 

Norfolk would have its normal 
number of routine and special 
stamp issuesthis year, but the 
U. P. U: cut-out stamps had set 
sales records that won't be matched 
in the near future. 

Mr. Pickerd said it was expected 
that income from company fees 
would also be down this year. The 
1974/75 figures, still not announced, 
are understood to have included a 
large amount of overdue fees from 
companies, collected by more 
active policing of the laws. This 
backlog has now been largely 
cleared up. 


3 LOCALS ON BENCH IN 
WEEKENO COURT SESSION 

THE COURT of Petty Sessions swung 
into action over the weekend for the 
first time under three recently- 
appojjtited local Magistrates. 

A resident arrested for driving under 
the influence of alcohol appeared 
before a sitting of the court at 10.00 
a.m. Saturday/ 

Prompt action was needed as the 
man was booked to leave the Island 
on a trip on Sunday. 

The sitting of the Court was arranged 
by Clerk of CounsToon Buffett. 
Magistrates Ross Reynolds, George 
Park and Jimmie Olsson were sworn 
in by the Administrator. 

The case was remanded until the 
first week in August, when C.F. 
Kilduff, Norfolk's new Chief 
Magistrate, will be on the Island, 


NORFOLK COULD LOSE 
TITLE TO MT PITT PARK 

NORFOLK COULD LOSE title to a 
large part of the Mt,/ Pitt Reserve if 
the area is proclaimed a National 

Set for July Council Meeting were 
agenda items covering the proclam¬ 
ation of the park, and discussion of 
recent parks and wildlife legislation 
in Australia. Both were carried over 
to the adjourned session July 9th, 
and the park proclamation will now 
not be considered until the August 
meeting. 

Bin at the July 9 sitting Council 
was informed that a new National 
Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 
had become law in Australia. 

Council wasn't asked for its opinion 
about the law -- it was simply told 
that it now is in effect, and it 
extends to Norfolk Island. 

Under the law, any area proclaimed 
a "national park" becomes legally 
owned by the Australian Commissioner 
of national parks. 

If the Mt. Pitt park area were 
proclaimed "National" Norfolk would 
not have to pay for maintaining it. 
Australia would pay the costs. 

"That seems less valuable than 
owning it," said Cr. McIntyre. 

"The Norfolk national park will 
probably be called something else," 
said C r. Bathie. __ 

"BROADCASTS 0K"-NIMI0 

BROADCASTS of the proceedings 

of the Royal Commission would be 
quite acceptable to Sif John Nimmo, 
he said on Friday. 

He feels the hearings should be 
understood and followed by as many 
residents as possible.. 

VL2NI has had a number of 
inquiries asking if further broadcasts 
could be carried. ; ■ * 






THE WAY 


NEW SHIPMENT NOW ON 



Cushioned seat .... 
comfort for all kinds of jobs 


Hydraulic lever 

r 


easy implement control with hydraulic lever 


8-gear transmission . . . 

6 forward, 2 reverse speeds, 

6 PTO shift, inside a totally 
enclosed water and 
dust proof gearbox 



Rotary blades . . . - 
one of the very few tractors 
with heavy-duty rotary blades 


- Chassis . . . solid, 
robust and appealing 


Tires . . . High-lug anti-slip 
tires for wet fields 


17HP gasoline engine . . . 

fingertip starting 


On any farm there are jobs to be done for which a large tractor 
would be too clumsy and which garden tractor could not do at all. 
That's where the Hinomoto MEM500 will excel, because its 17HP 
engine enables it to do both heavy and light duty works. 

But it is also compact and able to move and turn in confined areas 
thanks to its automatic side clutch, yet it is not just a gadget, like 
a small gardening tractor. The MB-1500 is a sound proposition to 
a farmer who needs an auxiliary tractor, but who does not invest in 
a large tractor. The MB-1500 is very suitable for mowing and tilling. 


Estimated Price This Shipment Will Be $2250 - - Terms Available 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 










OVER 100 FOR '60 PLAN 

AN ISLAND GROUP that wants 
Norfolk to be an Australian Terri¬ 
tory* and to be partially taxed for 
partial social benefits, added more 
signatures to its proposed Royal 
Commission submission last week. 

The main points of the submission 
were outlined in a "News" article 
last Monday. They include easy 
access for Pitcairn descendants to 
return to live on Norfolk, a clamp- 
down on further Enter and Remain 
permits, and a close tie with 
Australia. 

Signers of the submission lean 
towards preservation of the 
traditional Island way of life, 
even if it means losing some 
economic bouyancy and 
discouraging business entreprenuers. 

At week’s end the submission 
had attracted well over 100 signers. 


MERCY FLIGHT SUNDAY 

A 20-YEAR-OLD waitress at a local 
hotel was flown to Auckland for 
emergency kidney treatment early 
yesterday morning. 

Miss Janet Rowland, who is 
understood to have had a kidney 
transplant about two years ago, 
was hospitalised Saturday afternoon 
with kidney failure. 

At Dr. Smith's request the 
Administrator telephoned the New 
Zealand Department of Defence in 
Wellington and asked for a medical 
evacuation flight. The overseas 
telephone switch was kept open 
after hours at his request to allow 
confirmation of the arrangements. 

Toward 8.00 p. m. the RNZAF 
base at Whenuapai advised Mr. 
Pickerd rhat a Hercules would be 
on the way at first light. Customs, 
Department of Transport, Police, 

Met Office and other Island 
authorities were notified and made 
necessary arrangements to handle 
the flight. 

Miss Rowland left Norfolk aboard 
the Hercules at 7.^0 yesterday 
morning. 


POLICE STATION MAY BE 
ACROSS FROM AIRPORT 

NORFOLK'S POLICE Station may 
soon be moved away from Kingston 
and established at least for a while 
in the former Vincents food market 
shop next door to McIntyres, 
Solicitors. 

Both Council and the Admini¬ 
stration have felt for some time 
that the right place for the police 
station is in the Burnt Pine area -- 
"where the action is, " as one 
senior Admin official says. 

It is planned to build a new house 
for the police sergeant and his 


family in due course, and it will 
probably be in or near Burnt Pine. 

A new police station would also 
be erected in the area, with a 
couple of lock-up cells for 
prisoners. 

Police Sgt. Peter Harrison is 
researching the possibility of 
shifting the station to a new 
temporary location, and is to 
make recommendations to the 
Administrator this week. 

So far no alterations have started 
at the former Vincents store, other 
than painting out the old name on 
the awning. Reports of a ship¬ 
ment of 50 tonnes of soundproofing 
material, for instalation between 
the possible police station and the 
Island's only solicitors office, are 
considered by the News to be 
without a great deal of foundation* 

ROY.CQ'S'N SHIP ARRIVES 


FURNITURE, fittings and equip¬ 
ment for the Royal Commission 
arrived at the weekend on the Port 
de France* 

Sunday morning. Commission 
staff and an Admin crew set to work 
uncrating it and putting it into 



SKEET AND JACK ANDERSON, BOB 
WOTHERSPOON, DOUG EVANS AND 
LIONEL HILL ON THE JOB YESTERDAY 


place at the Officers Quarters 
building. 

This morning's sittings should 
present a different appearance, 
with new chairs and tables in use. 

Furniture borrowed from the 
Administration — and much 
appreciated by the Commission — 
has been returned. 


DEPARTMENT SITTING IN 

KEVIN TILBROOK, the officer Q t 
in charge of Norfolk Island affairs 
in the Department of the Capital ; 
Territory, is visiting Norfolk to 
attend the Royal Commission 
hearings, and expects to stay 
throughout the first three-week . 
sittings. 

He said that while his attendance 
meant being absent from other 
duties for an extended period, the 
Department feels the hearings are 
fundamentally important to Norfolk 
and that he should be here for them. 

KINGSTON WATER MAIN 

SURVEYING is well advanced in 
the Kingston area for a proposed 
water main that would provide fire 
protection for historic buildings. 

Water for the proposed system 
would come from a dam that 
would be built on the heights above 
Kingston. 

At this stage the plan does not 
include providing domestic water 
supply for any of the historic, 

Admin or privately-occupied 
buildings. 

The cost of engineering and 
building the dam, water system and 
hydrants would be expected to be 
included in Australia’s bill for the 
restoration program, on the grounds 
that it would be a reasonable step 
to take in protecting the $lM-plus 
mvestment in the historic structures., 

~'NEMS "MINI-ADS" 

Acco Jean? 

New styles in "Gatsby" and 
"Jailhouse blues" to name two - 
Amco Jeans for Guys and Gals, 
good quality, good prices 
at Barretts. 


For Sale 

Mens Dunlop work boots 
with steel toe caps $18.00 pr. 

De Chesne's Store. 

Be warm this winter 

With blankets and mohair rugs 
from Roys - plenty of hot water 
bottles too.at Roy's. 

Vitamin Time 

A course of vitamins now could 
save many a cold and flu this winter. 
Don’t delay, be healthy now .... 
at Rex Chemist. 


CEDRIC HAMPSON, Q. C., 
senior barrister on the Royal 
Commission, said in the opening 
session that individuals and groups 
wishing to give evidence to the 
Commission could be greatly 
assisted by studying a break-down 


of the Terms of Reference carried 
in the News issue of June 30. 

Subject to limited supply, the 
News will be glad to mail a 
reprint of the article to anyone 
considering appearing before 
the Commission. Drop us a note 
at Box 94. 














RAY NOBBS WANTS N.l. 
RESPONSIBLE FOR N.l. 

Norfolk Island Council should have 
the best talent available, 71 year 
old Mr. Ray H.H. Nobbs told the 
Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island. 

Asked if Council seats should be 
reserved for Pitcairn descendants, 

Mr. Nobbs replied: 

M No, I don't. This would tend to 
create disunity on the Island, and 
this would be a bad thing." 

He thought people should be 
encouraged to look on all residents 
as Islanders, with no discrimination 
between mainlanders and Pitcairners. 

Mr. Nobbs, himself a former 
Councillor, and holder of the O.B.E. t 
suggested that the Council should 
have eleven members, elected from 
four sections of the Island to be less 
susceptible to pressure groups. 

He hold the Commission he was a 
direct descendant of George Hunn 
May Nobbs, a former English Naval 
Officer who became pastor and 
leader of the Pitcairn Islanders and 
who moved to Norfolk with them. 

*T would like to see Norfolk 
Island accept sole responsibility for 
all matters pertaining to the 
government of the Island, " Mr. 

Nobbs said. 

Three exceptions were the care 
and maintenance of the convict 
buildings, the police and the 
judiciary, and external affairs. 

Mr. Nobbs told of a public 
meeting held on Norfolk Island 
in 1913, addressed by Mr. Attlee 
Hunt. 

The residents of the Island voted 
unanimously at the meeting to 
become a territory of the 
Commonwealth, believing this 
would encourage an export trade 
to Australia, then hampered by 
Customs duties. 

However, Norfolk Island still 
retained the right of self-govern¬ 
ment, granted by Queen 
Victoria. 

Unfortunately the Council had 
recently been reluctant to accept 
executive authority. 

Mr. Nobbs, who holds a Diploma 
of Agriculture, said the Island 
should grow and process more of its 
own food. 

He condemned the custom of 
grazing livestock on the common as 
dangerous to motorists and a cause 
of erosion. 

The common was at present 
overstocked. 

’’The original idea was to allow 
grazing cattle on the common to 
those families who didn’t have an 
area to run their own stock” he 
said.... 

When this came into force, every 


family had its own horses and cows. 

But anyone having an area ; large 
enough to graze his animals was 
.not permitted to use the common. 

Most families today bought their 
milk, and did not use horses. 

The common should be fenced 
and leased for grazing. This 
would improve the pasture and the 
breed of the cattle. 

Water was adequate, Mr. Nobbs 
said, but was always short in a dry 
summer, and most summers were 
dry. 

Roads, however, were not 
adequate and more tar sealing 
should be done. 

Mr. Justice Nimmo asked why 
more vegetables were not grown 
on the Island. 

Mr. Nobbs said that the two 
growers at present cultivating small 
areas full-time were both main¬ 
landers. 

"The Islanders have not got the 
initiative or the inclination, " Mr. 
Nobbs said, "when they can get a 
set weekly wage with full 
employment." v 

There was a time, during the 
banana boom, when they all worked 
very hard, Mr. Nobbs told the 
Commission. 


5 YEARS AUSTRALIAN 
TUTELAGE, META SAYS 

The Island was underpopulated, 

Mrs. Meta Kienhuize-Bloc told the 
Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island. 

Mrs. Kienhuize-Bloc said she came 
to the Island six years ago and owned 
the Casa Kui jewellery shop. 

Norfolk Island should be self- 
governing, she said, with a period of 
five years Australian tutelage. 

Norfolk should become a member 
of the United Nations, sponsored by 
Great Britain and Australia. 

She criticised the Admin, as being 
"very much overgrown" and said that 
jobs were sometimes specially 
created for Islanders seeking employ¬ 
ment. 

On occasions in the past the law 
had.not been impartially enforced, 
Mrs. Kienhuize-Bloc told the 
Commission. 


"ISLANDER,NOT AUST." 
IS WHAT GIRLIE FEELS 

Her sons ploughed her three acres 
for her, and she grew corn, kumeras,; 
potatoes, carrots, cabbages, cauli¬ 
flowers and pumpkins for sale, said 
65-year-old Mrs. Sylvia Esther Nobbs. 

"I sell the vegetables to make 
money" Mrs. Nobbs explained to 
Sir John Nimmo, heading the Royal 
Commission into the future of 


i Norfolk Island. 

"I give a lot away" Mrs. Nobbs 
admitted. "I don't make much 
money -- but it doesn't matter 
so much about that." 

Mrs. Nobbs also works three 
mornings a week at C.C.R. Nobbs 
store. 

She felt that tourism had been 
good for people on the Island but 
that the Island could only cope with 
so many. 

The tourist traffic did not affect her 
a great deal. She did not live "out in 
the stick" Mrs. Nobbs hastened to add, 
it was just that the tourists didn't 
come out that way so much. 

Island people look after each other, 
Mrs. Nobbs said. 

Because the Island belonged to the 
people, they should govern them¬ 
selves. 

Mrs. Nobbs told the Royal 
Commission that she regarded herself 
as a Norfolk Islander, not an 
Australian. I- 


"LESS THAN HALF AUS¬ 
TRALIAN"- MIDDLETON 

Only a minority of Norfolk people 
owe Australia allegiance, 
according to former journalist Mr. 
Edgar Percy "Peter" Middleton. 

Mr. Middleton told the Royal 
Commission into Norfolk Island that 
he was born in London and went to 
New Zealand in 1924. 

He moved to Australia in 1939 and 
to Norfolk in 1970. 

He and his wife were about to 
qualify as permanent residents and 
this submission represented both 
their views. 

Norfolk should be a self-governing 
territory, Mr. Middleton said, 
dependant on Australia only for 
defence and Civil Aviation. 

Mr. Middleton said that using 
the 1971 census figures he estimated 
that the permanent population was 
1, 283 at that time. 

Of these, 385 were Australians, 

304 New Zealanders, 108 European 
or British, 454 Norfolk Islanders, 
and 32 from other countries. 

Nine hundred persons said they 
had not declared allegiance to 
Australia. 

Norfolk Island should not pay 
Australian taxes since it had no 
Australian representation, Mr. 
Middleton said. 

On Pitcairn rights, Mr. 

Middleton told Sir John Nimmo 
that he was not clear what they 
were. 

"But we.support the right of 
Pitcairn descendants to come and 
go as they please" he said, 

"without reference to migration 
control." 






RICHARD BATA ILLE SAYS 
NORFOLK SHOULD CONTROL 

"We have to be aligned with some 
country” Mr. Richard Bataille told 
the Royal Commission. 

"It might as well be Australia. 
They've been good friends to us 
over the years." 

Mr. Bataille, who as President of 
Committees is Norfolk's leading 
citizen, was the first witness to 
give evidence before the inquiry 
into the future of Norfolk Island. 

Speaking as a private individual, 

Mr. Bataille urged that Norfolk 
Island have full control of its own 
domestic affairs through an elected 
Council. 

Pitcairn descendants should be 
guaranteed control of the Council 
"for ever." 

Mr. Bataille proposed that Norfolk 
Island laws extend to the edge of 
the continental shelf in the event 
of international law being settled 
on this issue. 

Asked how Norfolk law could be 
enforced, f Mr. Bataille said: 

"We would have to investigate this 
when the occasion arises. We could 
have patrol boats — that sort of 
thing. We might have friendly 
countries assist us." 

Mr. Bataille rejected the idea 
of adopting the Australian 
taxation and welfare systems. 

The Norfolk welfare system was 
adequate for its needs. 

Any money raised on Norfolk 
should be spent on Norfolk, at the 
discretion of the Council, he said. 

No Australian grant would be 
needed if Australia contributed in 
the case of activities of benefit 
to itself -- such as the enforcement 
of Australian laws applying on Norfolk 
Island, and the restoration of the 
ruins at Kingston. 

Mr. Bataille said that roads were 
satisfactory, and there was an ample 
supply of electricity with few 
complaints about cost. 

There was ample water, 
although the possibility of sewage 
contaminating underground water 
was worrying. 

Some complaints had been 
received about the disposal of 
garbage over Headstone, but this 
disposal system was preferable to 
burning or burying the rubbish. 

Mr. Bataille said that Norfolk 
should seek to attract light industry 
to provide employment for young 
people. 

He believed that public opinion 
should be tested again on estab¬ 
lishing a Quarantine and Artificial 
Insemination Station on the Island. 

Opinion might have changed with 
more information available. 

Mr. Bataille attacked some 


migrants to Norfolk of whom he 
said; "No sooner have they 
settled here than they try to 
change our way of life." 

. He estimated the permanent 
population to compromise only 30 
to 40 per cent Pitcairn descendants. 

This he attributed to many Norfolk 
people leaving the Island in the 
40s and 50s, and an influx of 
mainland immigration in the 60s. 

Mr. Bataille listed Pitcairners' 
historical rights as: having been 
given the Island by Queen Victoria; 
having been given land grants; 
having been given houses on the 
Island; and having grazing rights 
on common land. 

"I don’t recall anything else at 
the moment" he said. 

Mr. Bataille said the strong 
community feeling of the old 
Norfolk people was partly due to 
Polynesian influence. 

However, the old life-style had 
become weakened. "We have lost 
a lot of what we would prefer to 
have today" he said. 

People today just didn't have the 
time for community outings. 

Yet both young and old, despite 
the generation gap, wished to 
preserve what was left. 

Islanders wrote to each other in 
the Norfolk language, he said, 
and the tongue was widely used 
among Island people. 

Mr. Bataille agreed that a lot of 
land had got out of Island hands. 

He would like to see a law 
introduced forbidding the sale of 
land outside the Pitcairn Communi¬ 
ty- 

Speculators had bought "a fair 
amount" of land, and was a loss to 
revenue. 

An Ordinance seeking to raise 
money from absentee landlords was 
at present held up in Canberra. 

Altogether, a total of 100 pieces 
of legislation were outstanding, 

Mr. Bataille told the Royal 
Commission, some for up to 2| 
years. 

They included an Ordinance 
enabling the Island to charge an 
airport departue fee of $2.00, 
which would raise $36, 000 a year. 

Altogether, these delays were 
costing the Island about $40,000 
to $50,000 in lost revenue. 

ELDERLY HAVE HAD TO 
SELL LAND, PUSS SAYS 

Norfolk Islanders should pay 
Australian Taxes and enjoy 
Australian social benefits, Mr. 

George "Puss" Anderson advised the 
Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island. 

"I would like to see aged pensions y 
available on the Island" Mr. 

Anderson said. 

He knew of cases where elderly 


people had to sell their land to get 
money to live. 

The Island by itself could not 
afford the same benefits as Australia, 
Mr. Anderson said. 

He also told the Royal Commission 
that the need to send children to 
Australia and New Zealand for 
tertiary education was harmful. 

"This has the effect of breaking 
up the home and is a financial 
burden to many families" he said. 

On migration, Mr. Anderson 
said he would not like to see the 
suggested maximum population of ’ 
2000 exceeded. 

The present Enter and Remain 
permits were very unfair. ✓ 

Young workers should be allowed 
to come in even if they did not 
have an independent income. 

"This is where we could be 
missing out" Mr. Anderson said. 

"We could become pretty stagnant." 

A former Norfolk Island Councillor 
himself, Mr. Anderson said he 
thought the size of the Council 
should remain at eight, but the 
right to vote should belong to 
permanent residents only. 

However, he did not think that 
a fixed number of Council seats 
should be reserved for Pitcairn 
descendants. 

"There could be a time when it 
would be hard to get four Pitcairn 
descendants to stand." He said. 

It was hard to judge what were 
the Pitcairners' historical rights, 

Mr. Anderson told the Royal 
Commission. His generation was 
not particularly concerned with 
the question. 

But Pitcairn descendants should 
have the right to give some of 
their own land to their children. 


GRANNIE'S PRESCRIPTION 
IS "NO JETS, NO TAXES" 

"I hope you take notice of my 
talk" 77-year-old Annie Elizabeth 
"Grannie" Quintal admonished Sir 
John Nimmo. She had just 
completed her evidence before the 
Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island. 

Mrs. Quintal came out strongly 
against taxation and big jet planes. 

"Why can't we have aircraft like 
Qantas has?" Mrs. Quintal asked. 
"What about those little New 
Zealand planes. They seem all 
right too.** 

Noise from the big jet planes 
would cause damage, Mrs. Quintal 
said, and the exhaust fumes would 
damage the trees. 

Asked if she could think of any 
improvements to Norfolk, Mrs. 

Quintal replied: "That there be 
no planes and no tax." 

Mrs. Quintal felt it was a pity 
that the Islanders were not growing 




their own food but "buy this 
rubbish. ” 

They had left their farms and 
were earning high wages. 

In the old days the Islanders 
didn’t know the true value of a lot 
of things, Mrs. Quintal felt. 

"They said if an Islander found a 
penny lying around he would take 
it to Emily Bay and glance it on 
the water” she said. 

However, Norfolk Islanders did 
not need Australian style social 
benefits. 

”1 believe Norfolk Islanders can 
look after one another” Mrs. Quintal 
said. 

Norfolk Island should govern 
itself and make its own laws, she 
said. 


SWISS BANK WILL BACK 
Nl CURRENCY - HITCH I NS 

A Swiss bank has agreed to back a 
possible Norfolk currency to the 
extent of $100 million. 

This was revealed at the Royal 
Commission into Norfolk Island by 
the Chairman of the Citizens 
Association, Mr. William Graham 
Hitchins, 

An independent Norfolk Island 
would look to continue the Aust¬ 
ralian currency, he told the Royal 
Commission. However, the Island 
could issue its own currency. A 
loan was not proposed, Mr. 

Hitchins said. They would guaran - 
tee that currency” he said. 

The money would be minted or 
printed overseas. 

Mr. Hitchins, a retired business¬ 
man said he came to the Island 
seven years ago after spending 40 
years travelling the world. 

The Association he represented 
had 200 members, about one fifth 
of them Pitcairn descendants. 

The Association felt the present 
Immigration Ordinance was un¬ 
satisfactory, Mr. Hitchins said. 
Nonetheless, the Ordinance was of 
the greatest importance in keeping 
migration at optimum and 
preserving the environment. 

The Association recommended 
that anyone wishing to settle on 
Norfolk Island, including Island - 
born who had left for a number of 
years, have to pass a points test 
before being allowed In. 

Fifteen points would be scored by 
having an Island parent, or 
Ten points for a parent having 
right of residency. 

Ten points for being Island born. 

Five points for having a job to 
come to. 

Five points if retired and coming 
to live with relatives. 

Fifteen points if retired, with an 
Independent income. 

Five points if Island-born and owning 


a house here* 

Fifteen points if Island-born and 
owning house and land. 

Ten points for having an outside 
income of more than $10, 000 a 
year. 

Eight points for buying a business 
here. s 

Seven points for having a parent 
who held an Enter and Remain 
Permit, and owned a house, but had 
died. 

The scale was designed to favour 
Islanders wishing to return, Mr. 
Hitchins said. 


"COME AND SEE," GLADYS 
INVITES COMMISSIONER 

The Royal Commissioner, Sir 
John Nimmo, has been invited to 
inspect the home of an Island woman 
critical of Norfolk’s social services. 

The invitation was issued by Mrs. 
Gladys Brook, divorced, mother of 
two daughters, six and eight. 

”1 would be most grateful for the 
Commission to visit my place of 
residence” she said, ”to gain 
further knowledge of some of the 
difficulties which face the poorer 
residents. ” 

Mrs. Brook told the Royal 
Commission into Norfolk Island that 
she paid no rent for the house she 
was living ii), but it was inadequate 
for bringing up her family. 

There was only one power point, 
and the power poles supporting the 
line bringing electricity to the 
house were in bad condition. 

The house had no bathroom, and 
she had to wash the children from a 
basin. 

Island authorities seemed 
indifferent to the welfare of 
children, she said. 

Mrs. Brook said she received some 
maintenance and did part-time 
work at $1.50 an hour when 
available. 

’’You just keep your ear to the 
ground” she said. There was no 
agency on the Island to help job¬ 
seekers. 

Income tax should be paid at the 
same rate as in Australia. There was 
no doubt, she said, that Norfolk 
Island was part of Australia and 
should have a representative in the 
Australian Parliament. 

Mrs. Brook proposed that all free¬ 
hold land on Norfolk be resumed 
and the owners compensated. 

This was the only way that many 
Pitcairn descendants would ever 
have land to build on, since values 
have risen so much 

”The bitterness, hatred and family 
divisions which ownership of land has 
caused among the Islanders are 
passed on to succeeding generations” 
she said. 


cr. mcintyre is for 

N.l. SELF-GOVERNMENT 

An unqualified local magistrate 
would be a better choice for Norfolk 
Island than a qualified visiting man, 
the Royal Commission was told on 
Friday. 

An Island solicitor, Mr. Duncan 
McIntyre, said he had known two 
Chief Magistrates on Norfolk Island, 
Mr. Tommy Jackson and Mr. Paul 
Startin-Field. 

"Both were quite different kinds 
of court” Mr. McIntyre told Sir John 
Nimmo. The results were the better 
for the magistrates being local men. 

There were appeals, Mr. McIntyre 
said, and he thought the decisions 
favoured the magistracies. 

Mr. McIntyre was answering a 
question from the judge, who. asked 
if the results from the court had been 
satisfactory with local men presiding. 

"If you win, it’s always satisfactory” 
Mr. McIntyre said. 

Norfolk Island should have full self- 
government, but should adopt 
Australian laws in areas such as 
currency, divorce, some legal 
procedures, passports and Civil 
Aviation. 

The Australian Government should 
station a representative on Norfolk, 
and laws passed by the Council 
affecting Australia would be sub¬ 
mitted to him. 

The Australian representative would 
have power to return a proposed law 
twice to the Council -- but then it 
would become law. 

Australia would have effective 
control of foreign affairs and defence. 

Rights of the Pitcairn descendants 
should be respected, Mr. McIntyre 
said, but this should not be extended 
to include guaranteed council seats 
or job preference. 

Such laws would be divisive. 

On immigration, Mr. McIntyre 
suggested that while restrictions were 
needed, it was notv possible to lay 
down rigid guidelines. 

He did not say the points system 
proposed by the Citizens Association, 
of which he was a member, was 
wrong. 

The system might be right in 
1976 but wrong in 1977. 

”1 don’t agree with it in detail” 

Mr. McIntyre said. 

"In the end you really have to 
make a seat of the pants judgement.” 

A firm line could not be drawn 
on the size of the population, as 
nobody could say what the future 
held for the economy. 

The state of the economy and the 
size of the population were related 
to each other. 

Mr. McIntyre will give evidence 
on company activities on Norfolk 
Island at a later date. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt. Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say ’'this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail frc-n the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine, 

It opens at 8,54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChe$ne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 



on Norfolk 


| MONDAY 

| Housie, Leagues Club 
! Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
i Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
! Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

! School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
i Film, sm'bord, Valley View 
| N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
; Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
, THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord, Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from iOam 


a complaint? a bouquet?! 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist | 
Bureau; or write the News^ P. O. Box 94. j 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 



PATON PLACE 
may be 'out of town* 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 
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PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at -Hospital Corner 


































We love music. 

If you love music as much as we do, 
you will ultimately,want a SONY. 


Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55 —a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


Sensitive New AM Portable 


Sony has tried to pursue in the TR-8060, a portable radio for ex¬ 
clusive AM reception, the perfection of 3 essential radio features 
—sensitivity, selectivity, and output power—instead of equipping 
it with extra features and accessories. 

A long efficient ferrite bar antenna is built in for superp sensi¬ 
tivity. You can select either Local or DX (Distance) mode fpr the 
optimum reception even with distant AM stations. Exceptionally 
sharp selectivity is assured due to ceramic filter in the IF stage. 
The impressive 1.5-watt power output from the large speaker 
together with the tone adjustment switch will all the mpre in¬ 
crease your listening pleasure. 

Besides these improvements, Sony's advanced precise engineer¬ 
ing assures excellence and reliability in quality performance f° r 
many years to come. 

Operates either on economical flashlight batteries or on house¬ 
hold current with the use of an optional AC power adaptor. 



Research Makes the Difference 



Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 




















Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

.The Island’s only ’’bottle shop” is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
B -Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

flnr+nw 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon*f ! n 

UUv l»Uf • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Vi si ting: 2 - 4; 7 - 8.30 

As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News,P. QBox 94. 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: 6 RIM, 
It's Worth a Thought... 

That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 

(For historians. Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks* Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Norfolk Inland News — Tourist Lift-Out 

, TOUCHING 
...a Lifetime 

must have been discouraged. Ikis rn ; , : 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on • 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In .spite 
^pf the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 

■ t 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N. I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
.appetite.) 

Just afrer the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power, King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons-distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

Ill 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty” mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a ’’distinct and separate 
settlement. ” In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlpp, 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a. m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills, 
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; !< irs A PLEASURE, TO WELCOME YOU TO 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

) 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office ■ 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headsto 

^ BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

norm 7 niVO 7 OH +« Q nm (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrCll I Un 10 f #0U am Xu pin only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that.. ..) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-ser.-; 

... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... ba; u u 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper.. .personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicin* 
items...novelties... mainland newspapers... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts 
diments... picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.;.;.fresh fruits an 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgot ten,‘every day of the week, ea 







Many "Bounty" Names in Crews that Work the Ships lighterage system may seem primitive 

* J r The men who work it almost all have 


While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn’t have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we’re ready when you 
are” system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

• When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait — road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lor king, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound * and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk — empty 
gas cylinders, beer k^gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


other "normal” jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON. THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 
times gettknocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SLING AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOA-D OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 
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BURNS PHILP (N.L) LTD. guarantees you on unrivalled 
After Sales Service. 

All Electronic Equipment, Cameras, Binoculars, Home 
Appliances and Watches ere tested by our expert staff 
before being sold to tourists. 

Despite our rigid precautions it is inevitable that 
mechanical and/or electrical faults will occasionally 
develop during the Warranty Period even In the high 
quality world famous brands we sell. 

Should a fault develop in the Warranty Period on any 
item purchased directly from our Company, then oil 
you need do is to call on or otherwise contact your 
nearest Burns Philp Branch or subsidiary in Australia & 
New Zealand. 

Arrangements will then be promptly made for the 
article to be competently repaired at our expense. 

This service is also available at any of our other world 
wide branches. No other Company can offer such an 
extensive After Sales Service should a fault develop 
while an article is under Warranty. 
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The Quintal Papers 


THIS WEEK WE CONTINUE prin- 
ting transcripts of material in the 
strongbox containing "the Quintal 
Papers" — a collection of letters, 
documents, typewritten copies of 
earlier papers — that are in Greg 
Quintal's safekeeping but that "be¬ 
long to the island, "as his mother 
said. 

■ * * * * * <• * 


Extract of letter from Sir Wm Denison 
to Sir George Grey addressed Govern¬ 
ment House, SYDNEY dated Feb 27 
1856 (Rec'd June 10 1856). _ 

...In my Despatch abovemen tioned, 
I suggest that some authority should 
be established in Norfolk Island, whp 
might regulate the allotment of land' 
to the families; etc; but upon further 
conversation with Captain Freeman tie, 
I ascertained that the islanders them¬ 
selves have placed a magistrate in 
authority, and are disposed to submit 
to his decisions The effect, therefore 
of placing any person on the Island 
vested with powers emanating either 
from Her Majesty, or from the Gover¬ 
nor of any of the adjacent Colonies, 
would be’to generate parties, and 
lead to a disruption of the ties which 
at present time seem to unite the 
whole community as one family. I 
beg, therefore, to withdraw my for ¬ 
mer recommendation. 

... As however, the islanders 
would naturally require some assist¬ 
ance on first landing at Norfolk 
Island. I requested Captain Freeman- 
tie to nominate an officer.... 

Mr. Gregorie.divide whole 

island..... 

... In taking upon myself to give 
directions for the distribution of the 
land among the islanders, I am aware 
that I have, to a certain extent, 
overstepped the precise limit of my 
authority for as Norfolk Island is 
attached to the Government of Van 
Dieman's ,and, it would of course 
rest with the Governor and Legisla¬ 
tion of that Colony to make such 
rules for the disposal of the land as 
might seem best to them. As, how¬ 
ever, all the arrangements for the 
transfer of the island to its new in¬ 
habitants have been entrusted to me 
by Her Majesty's Government, I have 
not hesitated to take the responsibil¬ 


ity upon myself, as I conceived it 
absolutely essential to the success of 
the experiment which is about to be 
made that the land should be trans¬ 
ferred to the new comers in such a 
manner as to giye them a right to 
deal with it as their own, and that 
some record should exist in the shape 
of plans or written documents, to 
which they might hereafter appeal, 
should any questions arise among 
them as to the boundaries of property. 

...In a former dispatch from Van 
Diemen's Land in December, 1854, 

I suggested that the island should be 
retransferred to New South Wales 
I wish now to modify this recommen¬ 
dation, and to suggest that Norfolk 
Island should not form part of any of 
the adjacent Colonies, but should be 
kept altogether distinct from and 
independent of them. The effect of 
making it a part of any of these Col¬ 
onies would be to confer upon the 
legislatures the right of dealing with 
the people and the land according to 
their will and pleasure; and thus an 
opportunity would be afforded for 
interfering with the experiment which 
is now about to be made. 

Such interference could not be use¬ 
ful, and would, probably, be injur¬ 
ious. 1 would therefore press most 
earnestly upon your notice the 
propriety of withdrawing the island 
from the jurisdiction of the adjoining 
Colonies. 

... The Governor General of the 
Australian Colonies might have a 
nominal jurisdiction, in order that 
the people should have somebody to 
whom they might make their wants 
known, and through whom they may 
correspond with her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment upon the subject of the changes 
in the form of government which 
will in course of time become necess¬ 
ary, or upon such matters as they 
may not be able to arrange among 
themselves. 


From Fairfax Moresby to G.H. Nobbs 
dated "Grarftham" Dec. 8th 1856: 

"... I never could consent to ad¬ 
vocate any other course of proceed¬ 
ing than, that, which I was commiss¬ 
ioned to do from the Islanders, to be 
left to their own laws and insular 
system as at Pitcairn ." 


To Sir John Young from Edward 
Cardwell, Downing Street; May 
1866: * 

. .nor could I recommend to the 
Treasury to adopt the expense which 
would be entailed by the appoint¬ 
ment of a Lieutennant Governor which 
is suggested by Sir William Wiseman-- 
I entertain however no objection, to^ 
the establishment of the Melanesian 
Mission which you advocate in your 
despatch of February - I can readily 
believe that this step may be of great 
advantage to the Islanders by placing 
them within reach of good Clerical 
superintendance and by bringing them 
periodically under the eye of Bishop 
Patterson from whom you will doubt¬ 
less receive from time to time trust¬ 
worthy information respecting their 
progress- 

Nor do I object to the proposal that 
a few selected settlers of a class like¬ 
ly to live in harmony with the Island¬ 
ers should be allowed to establish 
themselves at Norfolk Island.I think 
it however unadvisable to commence 
any system of indiscriminate land sale 
or to adopt any step which the Island¬ 
ers might deem at variance with 
pledges,held out to them when they 
left Pitcairn Island, On this point I 
enclose for your information a copy 
of a letter which has been addressed 
to me by Admiral Sir Fairfax Moresby 
who, continues to take a warm inter¬ 
est in the Islanders." 


Extract from despatch from Joseph 
Chamberlain to Governor Viscount 
Hampden; 

.., I had previously consulted the 
Law Officers of the Crown as to the 
measures which would be required 
to effect a complete annexation of 
Norfolk Island to -- N. S. W. and 
whether this could be effected by 
Order in Council under --lam ad¬ 
vised that in their opinion, the 
Island cannbt be annexed to the 
Colony by Order in Council, and 
that the statute contemplates that 
Norfolk Island should remain a 
Crown Colony, governed under the 
directions of the Queen in Council, 
not that it should be annexed to 
another Colony. They thought fur¬ 
ther that the object in view should 
be effected by acts of the Imperial 
Legislature and of the Legislature of 
New South Wales.... 













On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for borne, 
office, club, school, gift 
and person a 1 use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. . 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK— JULY 14-20 vl-2-ni 

frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Hon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World & Local 


MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Palace of Varieties 
(Music. Hall) 

10.05 Short Story 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Profile 

12.05 Big Band sound 

1.15 Close 
TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Music Ronnie Aldrich 
10.05 Memory Lane 

I 10.45 Morning Serial 
i 11.15 Brothers in Law 
(Comedy) 

1 12.0'5 Sports Magazine 

j 1.15 Methodist 

1.45 Close 

t WEDNESDAY 
j 7. 00 Music (Toon) 
i 9.15 ABC Scope 
| 10.05 My Word (Panel 

Game) 

| 10.45 Hospital Program 


12.05 IriternatT Roundup 

I. 15 Close 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.00 Music (Kathy) 

9.30 Magazine of Arts 
10.05 Dad's Army 

(Comedy) 

II. 00 Request Program 

1.15 7th Day Adventist 
i. 45 Close 

FRIDAY 

7.00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Dr. F's Casebook 
10.05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Insight (Talk) 

1.15 Church of England 

1.45 Close 
SATURDAY 

11,00 Music (Sylvia) 

12.00 Local News 
12.05 Top of the Pops 


1.00 World News 

1.15 Request Program 

1.30 Australian 

Top 10 

2.00 Sreptoe <& bon 
(Comedy) 

2.30 A. B.C. Sporting 
Service 

SUNDAY 

4.00 Folk & Country music 
(Sylvia) 

4.45 Top Pops (Repeat) 

5.30 World News (ABC) 

6.00 The Glums 

(Comedy) 

6.45 Children's story 
7.00 Magician’s Nephew 

(Ivan reads children’s 
story) 

7.15 Singers.of Renown 
8, 00 China (13) 

8.30 Don Juan - Episode 2 

8.45 Feature -Wagner 

"A Celebration" 

9.30 Classical (Haydn) 

10. 00 Close 


MUSIC IN LONDON 


by Michael Moran 


WHEN SVIATOSLAV RICHTER per¬ 
formed in London on Wednesday even¬ 
ing (18th June) at the Royal Festival 
Hall, it had been five years since 
musical standards had been uplifted in 
such a positive manner. I was fortun¬ 
ate enough to secure a seat at this 
recital which packed the hall to its 
limit, every box and every seat filled. 
Richter had come to England to take 
part in the Aldeburgh Festival (famil¬ 
iar to you from VL2NI) playing Beetho¬ 
ven, Rachmaninov and Tchaikovsky. 
The Beethoven programme, compris¬ 
ing the Sonata Op. 2 No. 3, three 
Bagatelles from Op. 126 and the 
'Hammerklavier' Sonata, was repeat¬ 
ed in London a short time after a per¬ 
formance of ’unprecedented violence’ 
in the dim half-light of Blythburgh 
Church. 

The early sonata was full of drama 
and momentum - the rhythm of youth 
(Beethoven dedicated this set of three 
sonatas to his teacher Haydn.) Richter 
next transformed three of the Baga¬ 
telles from the Op. 126 set (Nos. 1, 4, 

6) which were the last pieces Beethoven 
wrote for the piano. They were tem¬ 
pestuous and wonderfully Characterised 
as improvisations from the composer, 
evoking his unpredictable tempera¬ 
ment with disconcerting realism if you 
ventured to close your eyes for a sec¬ 
ond without temporal reflection. 

With the ’Hammerklavier’ Sonata 


however, we moved precipitously 
into the rarefied atmosphere of the 
mountainous northern pastures. Some 
may say that Richter has not come to 
terms with the late Beethoven sonatas, 
but I have never heard a more object¬ 
ive and dispassionate performance of 
this work. The philosophical grandeur 
of the music was allowed to speak for 
itself with the latent power and mass¬ 
ive breathing of a great ocean,. 

Richter is now 60 and has transcend¬ 
ed the impulsive passion displayed by 
his Carnegie Hall debut performance 
of the ’Appassionata', whose Presto 
was begun at such a suicidal tempo 
with such overwhelming 'effect*. 

The Adagio of the 'Hammerklavier* 
was curiously detached, classical, 
scarcely pointed, less lyrical and 
'warm’ than the numerous perform¬ 
ances to which we have become 
accustomed. The profound melan¬ 
choly and philosophical resignation 
in this movement emerged from the 
tahlature itself , the greatest accom¬ 
plishment and service the interpret¬ 
ive musician can pay to a composer. 
The great Fugue which concludes the 
work, a dense and intricate fabric 
of sound woven from barely recog¬ 
nizable polyphonic strands, was made 
as clear and radiant as a tropical 
pool teeming with life. 

I treasured in my memory the 
depth of human feeling and expres¬ 
sion that Teethoven mastered in this 
Sonata, perhaps one of the greatest 
philosophical statements in piano 
literature. Silently I thanked Richter 
for revealing this to me with such 
rare spiritual generosity. 
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"MAYBE THE ONLY NEWSPAPER IN 
THE WORLD WITHOUT A TELEPHONE” 
Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P.O. Box 
94, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific, 
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Editorial Contributors this issue Alice 
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Moran, Butch Quintal, Henry Smith. 

Type, Shelley Buffett and Jan Pear¬ 
son. 

Production, John Pearson. 
Subscriptions: $A14 p. a. posted to 
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NOT MANY YEARS AGO, aircraft 
used to find their way to a safe 
landing by "flying the beam". 

A pair of radio signals was sent 
out from the airport. When he was 
off to the left of the safe course, 
the pilot would hear a Morse "A" 
in his earphones -- dit-da, dit-da. 
When he was off to the right, he 
would hear an M N M -- da-dit, da-dit. 
When he was right on course the 
two signals blended into a steady 
single tone. 

Surprisingly early in the Royal 
Commission, it already looks as if 
Norfolk may be homing in on a 
similar sort of beam. 

Off to the left are some sincere 
and thoughtful people saying "We 
ought to be independent. N On the 
other side there are equally sin¬ 
cere and thoughtful people saying 
"We ought to be fully a part of 
Australia." 

In between the two, there already 
seems to be some consensus of opin¬ 


ions. A surprising number of people 
and groups seem to feel that it is * 
time for Norfolk to make the de¬ 
cisions about how money raised on 
the island should be spent; time for 
the island to take more responsibi¬ 
lity for its own affairs -- without 
giving up a close and cordial rela¬ 
tionship with Australia. 

Council's thoughts on the future 
are very much along those lines, 
backed by a 7-2 majority vote, 
with one councillor dissenting off 
to the left, and another dissenting 
off to the right. 

Maybe Norfolk is on the beam. 

Sir John Nimmo said when he was 
here scouting in February that he 
hoped he could find some consen¬ 
sus of opinion on the island. It 
seemed too much to hope for at the 
time, but if the Royal Commission 
brings out a widespread ground for 
agreement among the people who 
live on Norfolk it will have been 
a service to us all. 


i 
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.. AND SO I THINK YOU OUGHT TO MAKE AUSTRALIA A TERRITORY OF 
NORFOLK ISLAND. THOSE POOR FOLK NEED HELP. YOUR HONOUR... " 
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.,. Norfolk Island's situation is consid¬ 
ered to bp unique* and the Council's 
submission to the Royal Commission 
sets out to plead a case for special 
consideration for a system of 
government to preserve that unique 
character and the most desirable way 
of life experienced by those who 
reside on the Island* and for tourist 
alike. Little significance is attached 
to extravagance and opulence* and 
the incidence of outstanding debt is 
small. The residents live at a 
comfortable standard without the use 
of hire purchase and borrowing and 
therefore free of their social dis¬ 
advantages. There is no want and 
the existing local social services 
plus a strong community involve¬ 
ment* provide the needs of the aged 
whilst still allowing them tomaintain 
their dignity and independence.^It 
is granted there will be a need to re¬ 
look at these services and any new 
system should encompass a new range 
of benefits. 

Norfolk Island being located 1*500 
KM from Australia with a small 
population of about 1*600 people relies 
on air transport and a shipping service 
which operates under restrictive 
conditions. Progressively a system 
to accommodate these conditions has 
evolved and is proving adequate but 
expensive. 

Inflation in Australia* coupled with 
high freight rates, places great 
responsibility on the private sector to 
establish wagd levels commensurate 
with rising costs. This is being done* 
and, so far, the community has not 
suffered the high rise of costs as in 
the Australian system. If Norfolk 
Island was to be completely absorbed 
into the Australian system, it is felt 
that this would affect the restraint of 
the private sector and would tend 
to inhibit the self-generated economy 
of the Island. By including Norfolk 
Island totally in the Australian 
system, the cc. t to the Australian 
tax payer could be high* relatively 
speaking, as the present conditions 
and self-discipline, evident in our 
small community, could be expected 
to dissipate and the Island could 
become almost dependent on a 
welfare state. 

THE PRESENT ECONOMY 

Ttie econoihic system which exists 
oh Norfolk Island today is one 
developed and generated by past 
Australian Governments* Admini¬ 
strators* Norfolk Island Councils and 
the enterprise of the people living on 
the Island. It has been, overall, a 
success in a sense for in a little better 
than a decade the trend of Australian 
/ Government financial support has 
been reversed progressively. During 
the last decade the Australian 
Government's financial 
support has been continuously reduced 
ai a .proportion of the tptal public . t 
revenue. Norfolk Island now provides 
, 90 °b of its total public revenue. The 
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shows this trend annually since 1960-61. 

The Island, besides providing for its 
residents' needs, provides put of its 
own self-generated income — 

1. Education, health, roads, 
electrical, lighterage services and 
equipment, social services and other 
services to Australian Government 
personnel and their families who 
operate Meteorological Bureau, 
Department of Transport, Ionospheric 
Station and Australian Banks. 

2. Salaries for the Administration 
personnel necessary to maintain the 
form of government and public 
service that exists on the Island, 
plus some maintenance for ;\e 
restoration of historical buildings 
and communications to Canberra. 
ROYAL COMMISSION TERMS OF 

“REFERENCE. 

in respect of Question 1 the future 
status of Norfolk Island and, its 
constitutional relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia, Council is of the opinion that 
the future status of Norfolk Island 
should be that of a Territory and 
its constitutional relationship to 
Australia should be such that the 
Inland has a form of self-government; 
in short Norfolk Island should become 
a self-governing territory of Australia 
to the degree which will he developed 
further in this submission. 

In respect of the second Question as 
to the most appropriate form of 
Administration for Norfolk Island if 
its constitutional position were 
changed, Council has already pro¬ 
posed that the constitutional 
position should be changed to that 
of a self-governing Territory. The 
type of Administration envisaged 
for Norfolk Island in this case is set 
out in the organisation diagram 
attached as Appendix "B" to this 
submission. The Norfolk Island 
Council would become an executive 
body administering all those 
activities which at present are 
carried out by the Administrator. 

This would be achieved through an 
executive officer who would, in 
effect, manage the Island's 
affairs in a similar manner to the 
Administrator as at present. The 
Australian Government may, under 
such circumstances, elect to 
appoint a representative on Norfolk 
island or may exercise its respon¬ 
sibility to the Island direct 
through a Minister or Ministers. 

! The Norfolk Island Council 
would have the right to promulgate 
prdinances, Regulations, and By- 
Laws required for the effective 
implementation of its executive 
authority. A power of veto to 
be defined by negotiation is 
envisaged as resting with the 
Australian Government in the case 
of Ordinances, and .perhaps with 
the Australian Government Rep¬ 
resentative in the case of By-Laws. 

It Is further envisaged that the 
present detailed Ordinances for 
Norfolk Island, which ar t 
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introduction or amendment of 
’legislation, should be re-drafted 
to accommodate the degree and 
timely-introduction of executive 
authority Council seeks. 

In reference to point (a) of the 
Terms of Reference to take into 
account, namely, the interests 
of the Norfolk Island residents. 

Council submits that, difficult 
though they are to define,; the 
interests of the Norfolk island 
resident, Pitcairn descendant and 
mainlander alike, include the 
preservation of the Island's rural 
atmosphere, its indigenous flora and 
fauna and the unhurried, but never¬ 
theless friendly, community- 
orientated way of life which is so 
evident, that it has become a 
major tourist attraction point. This 
factor is directed related to the Term 
of Reference (h), dealing with 
conditions of permanent entry into 
the Island, which will be dealt with 
separately in this submission. These 
interests, in the opinion of the 
Council, could only be preserved if 
Council's executive authority extends 
to local control over development 
planning for the Island and over an 
immigration policy and programme, 
both backed by adequate local 
legislation. 

Terms of Reference (b) - Council's 
attitude is that the dignity and sense- 
of-be longing of the descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers should not, with 
the passage of time be eroded away, 
as has happened in so many other 
communities where the indigenous 
people have become minorities-in 
. some cases subservient to the new-' 
comers. Council h unable to resblve 
as to whether these historical rights 
of the Pitcairn settlers could best be 
preserved by a permanent number of 
reservations on Council but would 
ask the Commission to consider this 
factor. Another possibility that the 
Council would ask the Commission 
to consider is the establishment of a 
Pitcairn descendants section within 
the administration responsible for 
advising the local government on 
appropriate courses of action to 
preserve these historical rights and 
cultures. 

In respect of No: f olk's legal 
position with Australia raised in Term 
of Reference (c), Council does not , 
wish to make any representation 
cn this matter to the Royal Commission 
but awaits the recommendations of 
the Royal Commission with interest, 
and advises that if the majority of 
Norfolk Island residents at the time 
indicate to. the Council that the 
Commission's findings are contrary 
to their wishes then Council would N \ 
support this matter being broughrup * 
in the form of a referendum, pro- i 
vidiiig valid argument was estab- • 
lished that the stated legal position 
was considered detrimental to the a 
society and the peace, order and 
good government cf Norfolk Island. 






It can be stated for the record that 
there are differing opinions within 
Council as to Norfolk Island’s legal 
position vis-a-vis Australia. 

Term of Reference (d) deals with 
the present and probable economy 
of Norfolk Island. The topography 
and geography of Norfolk Island has 
not been conducive to any form of 
past, long-term viable economy. 

The present economy relies on 
Overseas tourists whose presence on 
the Island is all-pervasive financially 
in both the private and public sectcr. 
Council considers it essential to the 
future, financial viability of the % 
Island that the tourist industry be 
encouraged and enhanced up to the 
tourist population stated in the 
development plan current at the 
time. At the same time those 
interests of Norfolk Island residents 
as referred previously when present¬ 
ing Council’s attitude in respect of 
Term of Reference (a) must also be 
preserved. 

Council also recommends to the 
Commission that Terms of Reference 
(a) and (h) will both be well served 
by a greater effort of the local work 

output being re-directed to farming 
and agricultural pursuits. Council 

also subscribes to a policy of 
diversification, possibly as a buffer 
to the instability that can be expected 
in the tourist industry, by the 
encouragement of light industries and 
home industries of the type which do 
not produce pollution effects. The 
philatelic image and popularity of 
Norfolk Island must also be preserved. 

Term of Reference (e) - Council 
considers that, in pursuance with its 
overall proposition for self-government 
and financial control over all monies 
raised through the Island’s resources, 
the responsibility for social security, 
education, health, compensation and 
other benefits as decided by the 
Council should be provided for by 
Island public funds at levels adequate 
to meet the assessed NorfQlk Island 
requirements. The Commission is 
reminded that whilst there is a 
substantial portion of the Island’s 
total population holding Australian 
citizenship, including those born on 
Norfolk Island, there are also a 
significant number of residents on 
Norfolk Island, both permanent and 
otherwise, who hold citizenship of 
other countries; all are on the Island 
of their own accord and freewill. As 
pointed out in Council's opening 
remarks, it sets out to plead a case 
of special consideration for a system 
of government to preserve the unique 
and most desirable way of life 
experienced by those who reside on 
the Island, and whilst Council would 
wish to provide local levels similar 
to those provided for Australian 
citizens within Australia, it considers 
that the local benefits should be 
related to local requirements which in 
some cases, it is appreciated, may 
even need to be higher than those 


enjoyed by other Australian citizens. 

In respect of .Term of Reference 
(f) the capacity of the Island to pay 
for the provision of the benefits will 
depend on the economic viability of 
the Island at the time and the Council 
would need to use its executive 
authority to impress people to pay. 
Council is aware that there are un¬ 
tapped resources on the Island which 
it believes would provide sufficient 
additional income through local 
taxation or other imposts adquate for 
the provision of these benefits. 

Council has already adopted a 
compulsory accident compensation 
scheme which bears on some aspects 
of this term of reference. 

In respect of Term of Reference (g) 
Council as a body is not able to 
contribute to this part of the inquiry, 
nor does it at this juncture seek to 
make any recommendations. 

In respect of Term of Reference (h) 
CouncU has already endorsed 
legislation aimed at controlling 
inter alia, the resident population, 
the optimum tourist population, 
approved number of tourist beds, the 
number of hire cars. These figures 
were arrived at after consideration of 
the demographic report of Professor 
Butland. Council is conscious and 
cognisant of the fact that a substantial 
Island bom community and their 
progeny live overseas; These Norfolk 
Island expatriates have a birth right to 
return to Norfolk Island should they 
desire to do so, and, in fact, several 
families numbering about 40 persons 
have returned permanently to the 
Island in under a year. Council is 
unanimous in its recommendation to 
the Commission that the permanent 
entry intc Norfolk Island should be 
rigidly controlled- in accordance with 
legislation initiated by the elected 
representatives of the Norfolk Island 
community, namely, the Council, 
from time to time. 

In respect of Term of Reference (i) 
and indeed (j) a simple answer is that 
there is a need for both adequate 
communications and for law enforce¬ 
ment and judicial machinery. Dealing 
with transportation as a form of 
communication Council has already 
in this submission stated the absolute 
need for the maintenance of a viable 
tourist industry. Council has also 
supported a Department of the Capital 
Territory Environmental Impact 
Statement on the upgrading of the 
Norfolk Island Airport to jet standards 
with provisos relative to control of 
air activity, the number of tourists 
to be carried as air passengers and the 
preservation of stated ecological 
factors. Council has already been 
informed by the Department of 
Transport that the Norfolk Island Air¬ 
port is clarified as an international 
aerodrome and would envisage that 
its operation and maintenance would 
continue to be an Australian Govern¬ 
ment responsibility. 

The Island has excellent cablegram 


and telephone communications, radio 
reception from Australia and elsewhere 
is enjoyed, medical evacuation to 
both Australia and New Zealand is on a 
prompt and efficient basis facilitated 
by direct arrangements between the 
Administration and the air forces of 
Australia and New Zealand. Council 
would emphasise that the same balance 
in improving communications must be 
exercised as in the case of, change 
elsewhere on the Island to ensure that 
the end product is what is required and 
that it would not alter the character of 
the Island or its way of life. Another 
factor relative to communication, in 
the broad sense of human communication 
between Australia and Norfolk Island 
(and with New Zealand), is the 
maintenance of a two-way system of 
non-visa regulations; residents of both 
countries should have guaranteed right 
of entry into each. The Commission's 
attention is drawn to the fact that it is 
anticipated that students and young 
people from the Island would continue 
to go to Australia to pursue their 
secondary education, attend tertiary 
education, and undertake Apprentice¬ 
ships and trade qualifications, as under 
the present arrangements. 

Council has already stated in respect 
of Term of Reference (j) an axiomatic 
need for adequate law enforcement and 
judicial machinery, and, under its 
proposed form of self-government as an 
Australian Territory, a continuance of 
the present courts and staffing and 
administration thereof is envisaged - 
although Council would be looking to 
some remodelling of the Court of Petty 
Sessions with a view to added functions 
to that. Court. 

In conclusion Council wishes to inform 
the Royal Commission that the foregoing 
Council Submission has been arrived at 
by the democratic process of debate in 
accordance with Part V Section 55(3) of 
the Norfolk Island Council Ordinance 
1960-72 in that questions arising at a 
meeting of the Council shall be 
decided by a majority of the votes 
of members of the Council present 
and voting. 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT GRANT, 
TOTAL N«I a PUBLIC REVENUE, and 
°lc CONTRIBUTED BY AUST. GRANT 
(Years ended June 30) 



Aust. 

Total N.I. 



Grant 

Revenue 


•61 

£32, 000 

£108,837 

29.40<5fe 

'62 

tt 

108, 400 

29.527c 

’63 

M 

98, 469 

32,507: 

*64 

33,700 

115,787 

29.11* 

’65 

33, 400 

122, 000 

27.38* 

•66 

$66, 000 

$406,167 

16.25* 

'67 

<1 

396,788 

16.63* 

f 68 

" 

425,269 

15. 52* 

'69 

65, 919 

578, 948 

11.39* 

•70 

66, 000 

598, 653 

11.03* 

’71 

»♦ 

671, 009 

9.84* 

’72 

»» 

748, 923 

8.81* 

*73 

120, 000 

873, 988 

13.73* 

*74 

it 

1, 036,942 

11.57* 

’75 

126, 000 

1. 332,200 

9.46* 

’76* 

M 

1,272, 900 

9.90* 


(*1976 figures estimated) 





Friday Exchange Rates 

EXCHANGE RATES (Selling) 


11th July. 1975 


UK 

£E1 = $A 

.5962 

NZ 

$nz = $A 

L 0219 

FRANCE 

$A = (Francs) 

5.428 

H/KONG 

$A = $HK 

6.510 

JAPAN 

$A = Yen 

386.95 

N'LANDS 

$A = (Florins) 

3.267 

SWITZ’D 

$A * (S. Francs) 3.355 

W.GERMANY$A= (D’mks) 

3.160 

FIJI 

$A = $F 

1.0576 

USA 

$A = $US 

1.3160 

NOUMEA 

$A = CFP Frs. 

98.778 

NEW GUINEA 

PAR. 


(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank). 


Flights This Week 


From 

To 

From 

To 

From To 


Sjd. 

Mi 

Akl. 

A hi 

Bne. Bne. 

M 

T 

“ 

- i 

10.30 

11.30 

- - 

1 

w 

1.45 

3.00 

10.30 

11.30 

- 10.00 

T 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.00 - 

F 

- 

- 

10.30 

11.30 

- 

S 

1.45 

3.00 

10.30 

11.30 

- 10.00 

s 

4.25 

5.15 

- 

- 

2.00 - 


Govt Gztte Digst 


No. 31 10/7/75 

LOCAL MAGISTRATES confirmed 
by Minister: F. W. Jowett, K.J. 
Nobbs, G.H. Olsson, E.B. Reed, 

Ross Reynolds. 

OCCASIONAL laborer wanted at 
Bond, $2.06 per hour. 

INSURANCE proposals on liquor 
stocks close 29/7/75. 

SOUTH PACIFIC Hotel will ask 
that Stephen McMullen be named 
Licensee. 

GARTLAND Ltd. to be wound up. 

AIR NORFOLK partnership says it 
did not sell its name. 

ANNUAL REPORT error: 
Administrator's term began 14/8/72, 
not '73. 

UNREGISTERED guns may be 
registered without penalty to 31/7/75. 


Wouldn't it be nice 
to have more like her 

A FEW BURNT PINE shops 
experienced a bright spot in 
generally flat trading last week 
when a woman doctor visiting 
from Melbourne discovered 
cheques drawn on her bank at 
home would be honoured here. 

"I didn't know quite what the 
status of Norfolk Island was when 
I booked to come here, " she 
said. "I wasn't sure whether 
Australian currency was accepted, 
so I brought a few hundred dollais 
in travellers cheques. 

"I had no idea there was duty¬ 
free shopping on the Island until 
someone mentioned it on the 
plane coming over. 

"With all the rainy weather I 
soon spent the travellers cheques. 
Then I found the shops would 
accept my personal cheques. 

"There is some very good 
shopping here. Opals are good 
and low priced. And I found some 
Mexican leather that is actually 
cheaper than I paid in Mexico 
City last year. 

”1 rarely have a chance to just 
go shopping, but I certainly 
did on Norfolk”. 

Happily bringing one souvenir, 
knick-knack, gem and piece of 
jewellery after another out of 
her new Mexican purse, she was 
like a child on Christmas, as 
were smiling shopkeepers up and 
down Taylors Road. 


AIR CARGO POSITION 

BURNS PHILP & Co., Norfolk agents 
for Air New Zealand and for Qan-' 
tas, report that 1773 kilograms of 
air cargo were in store and awai¬ 
ting uplift to Norfolk last Friday. 

While this is an increase of 1451 
kilos over the backlog reported a 
week earlier, current Sydney-Nor- 
folk flights are not carrying full 
passenger loads, and 800-900 Kg 
of cargo can be accommodated in 
most of them. Air deliveries from 
Australia should therefore continue 
to be prompt. 

No telex signal had been received 
from Air New Zealand's Auckland 
cargo base, but Burns Philp believe 
the backlog position there is also 
light, and deliveries good. 


"PROBABLY MANY SCHEMES" 
RODGERS TELLS ROY.COM. 

Company revenue accounted for 
$197, 000 in the financial year 1974-75, 
according to figures produced by the 
Norfolk Island Registrar of Companies, 
Mr. D.ivid Rodgers. 

But this figure included $109, 675 
which was due the previous year. 

Mr. Rodgers gave the figures in 
evidence before the Royal Comm¬ 
ission into Norfolk Island. 

He said 155 court actions had been 
brought against companies or their 
directors in the court of Petty 
Sessions involving returns. 

About 200 letters had been received 
from various countries, including 
Canada, inquiring about the 
formation of a company on Norfolk. 

Mr. Justice Nimmo inquired whether 
any people involved in company 
registration ever came to Norfolk 
Island. 

It seemed at one stage that every 
person coming off the aircraft was' 
wearing a black bowler hat and 
carrying a brief case, Mr. Rodgers 
replied. 

Companies were still being formed, 

Mr. Rodgers said. 

The first company was registered in 
1932. Until 1963, only seven com¬ 
panies were incorporated in Norfolk 
Island. 

However, in 1964, 16 companies 
were incorporated, and 15 of these 
were mainland companies. 

In the peak year, 1970, 382 
companies were incorporated, to 
give a total of 1354 companies. 

In the financial year 1973-74 
new companies dropped to 102 for 
a total of 1294 companies. 

Last year, ending June 30, 21 
companies were formed, leaving 
1032 on the register, July 1st. 

"I was given to understand they 
were various types of schemes to 
minimize taxation” Mr. Rodgers 
said. 

Counsel assisting the Commission, 

Mr. Hampsen Q. C., asked how 
many different types of schemes 
were used. 

This was difficult to say, Mr. 

Rodgers replied. ... 

”1 was aware there were probably 
many different types of schemes” 
he said. 

There were not only tax 
minimisation schemes, but 
schemes involving probate and 
gift duties. 














CCC SHIPPING NEWS 



Norfolk Importers 
please note that 
Voyage 51 of the 
C.C.C. Port de 
France now is set 
to include a 
Direct NZ - Norfolk 
trip, expected to 
arrive here 21st 
July. 

<£C£> 


"PORT de FRANCE" NORFOLK ISLAND SCHEDULE 

Voyage 51 due depart Norfolk 13th July 
due arrive Auckland 16th July 
due depart Auckland 18th July 
due arrive Norfolk 21st July 
Voyage 52 due depart Sydney 5th ^gust 
due arrive Norfolk 8th August 
due depart Norfolk 10th August 
due arrive Auckland 12th August 
due arrive Norfolk 17th August 


CCC’s AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES 'SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC s agents in 
Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 








Norfol 


"OFF THE ISLAND" 

(As promised, from time to time 
we will have recipes - and stories 
connected with them - from other 
parts of the world. This week we 
have a column sent to us from Claire 
MacMurray of the United States. 

Claire was a columnist,for 36 years 
and has written two best-selling books 
and a nationally broadcast radio show.) 

INSTEAD OF beginning a legend 
with "Once upon a time" the 
Aborigines of Australia say, "In the 
far-off time of dreaming. " 

It seems a far off time of dreaming 
when normal families in the U,S. 
expected a sumptuous.Sunday dinner 
at noon, complete With a roast big 
enough to furnish left-overs for half 
the week. But that era ended, even 
before inflation came. Just when and 
why one family ended their part in it 
I shall tell you now. 

The f ather was a choir director; 
the mother the organist for-a big 
church in Wilmington, Delaware. 

They had five children, -the oldest 
nine, all bright and busy. Except 
on Sundays, they enjoyed their lives. 

Sunday mornings were beyond des¬ 
cription. Up early to get everyone 
dressed and polished in time for 
Sunday School. Re-dressing the first- 
dressed who f d been fighting or mak¬ 
ing mud pies while the rest of the 
brood got ready; corralling them all 
plus the choir in time for the service, 
and then home again to check the 
roast and prepare all the rest of the 
feast. 

It was always later than their usual 
lunch, and everyone’s blood sugar 
would get low and,siblings would 
fight and scream and father's patience 
would show signs of fraying and 
mother would be just two jumps 
ahead of a fit and the fit gaining. 

Then came that last big Sunday 
banquet. All through it the four year 
old whined and wailed and wimper- 
ed, "I want a peanut butter sandwich! 

I want a peanut butter sandwich!*' 

It was a wonderful, liberating day 
for that family. From that Week on 
their Sunday lunch was a sandwich 
meal. Hot with soup in winter. 

Salad or fruit in the summer • Ice 
cjeam cone. Milk. And the family 
loved the change. 

I once heard a woman say that if 
she were running the universe she’d 
let everyone have a practice family 
before the permanent one. 

I thought it wouldn't work, be¬ 
cause each set would turn out to be un¬ 
like any you'd practiced on. But one 
thing we might learn - -to simplify 



our lives. To give each other the 
love and the liking and the interest¬ 
ed attention which is what we all 
need most. 

We might learn that the meanest 
thing one person can do is to "sacri - 
fice the best years,of life" to others. 

(As someone said, "You can tell the 
"others" by their haunted looks. ") 

How wonderful to have a family to 
love and enjoy! Don't let the fun 
get lost in a clutter <5f busybodying. 

And here are Claire's suggestions 
for Sunday lunch. 

Cool Day: Hot 'vomato juice served 
in soup mugs. 

Toasted cheese sandwiches. 
Fruit and biscuits for 
dessert. 

Warm Day: Make your own sandwiches. 
Offer several kinds of 
bread with various spreads. 
Hard boiled eggs chopped 
and mixed with salad 
dressing; tuna with salad 
dressing,' sliced tomatoes, 
thin sliced onion, cheese 
etc. 

For dessert - fruit (maybe 
oranges and bananas diced 
and mixed with cocoanut.) 
Biscuits. Oatmeal. Easy 
recipe below. 

1 cup flour 
\ cup white sugar 
1 cup brown sugar 
3 cups uncooked oatmeal 
3/4 cup vegetable oil 
1 egg (beaten slightly) 

{ teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon salt 
\ cup water 

Dump ingredients. Mix well. Drop 
by spoonful^on greased cookie tin. 

Bake at 325 for about. 10 minutes. 

Add raisins if you have them, and/or 
preserved orange peel. To make 
preserved citrus peel: cook in boil¬ 
ing water for 5 minutes. Cook again 
in syrup made of 2 parts sugar to 1 
part water. Cook only until peel is 
preserved, not candied. Left-over 
syrup is great on ice cream or pike¬ 
lets; Peels can be cut with kitchen 
shears into raisin-sized bits. 


WOULD ANYONE know the author 
of - 

My heart leaps up when I behold 
A rainbow in the sky. 

So it was when I began, 


IVI NG 


THE TOOTH MERCHANT 
by C. L. Sulzberger. 

THIS IS NOT a tale of travelling 
dentistry but a modern and sophisti¬ 
cated hybrid between the fairy-tale 
and the fantasy novel. There are 
quite enough gloomy and depressing 
books purporting to be true and which 
are totally unreadable as a result; 
so the chance of reading any tissue 
of first-class and amusing lies should 
be snapped up with avidity. Once 
beyond the nursery stage every in¬ 
telligent adult realises that one art¬ 
istic lie contains more veracity than 
any number of unimaginative truths; 
and thus "The Tooth Merchant" 
should be read by all those who are 
endeavouring to raise mendacity to 
a position of honour among the fine 
arts, and maybe even to hold up its 
head in equality with politics .r.s an 
opiate for the masses. 

The hero, an unsuccessful Amer¬ 
ican spy, is on the run from the 
police of several Levantine states 
when, in a cave in trans-Caucasian 
Georgia, he meets a girl who is the 
sole guardian of the dragon's teeth 
of Cadmus, each one of which when 
sown in the earth springs up an armed 
man. Admittedly he springs up an 
hoplite who would have been the 
very flower of a Xenophonic army 
but is a bit outclassed by the inven¬ 
tion of steel, gunpowder, aeroplanes 
and every other military service 
developed since Jason rowed to 
Colchis ro steal the Golden Fleece. 
Still, with the thought that a bit of 
training c^tn work wonders for even, 
or may be especially, the stupidest; 
our hero realises that in two leather 
sacks he has half a million instant 
mercenaries which be promptly 
touts around the world trying to sell 
them to the highest bidder. 

The themes of the book are his 
repeated and unsuccessful attempts 
to sell his dragon's teeth to Nasser, 
Grivas, Ben Gurion and as a last 
desperate gamble, Eisenhower. It 
would spoil the story to give away 
how the Americans finally cook his 
goose under the guile of an arms 
embargo, but if you want to find out 
get the book from the library where 
it will be when I get around to giv¬ 
ing it back. 

HENRY SMITH. 


So it is now I'm a man, 

So let it be when I grow old, 

Or let me die. 

. A reader has asked everyone she 
can think of but so far ... . no luck. 








‘dars Norfolk ’ 


AT LUNCH THURSDAY the editor 
of the News asked the paper's proof¬ 
reader, editress of the ’’Norfolk Living" 
page and good friend of 30-odd years 
what she had accomplished during the 
morning. Instead of replying, she 
gave him a long, puzzled look, found 
a notepad and felt pen, and started 
writing. Herewith, her report. 

" Awakened at 7am by builder's buzz 
saw and teeming rain. Set out to make 
rounds for News. Put on new fawn- 
colored velvet slacks and matching 
Jaeger sweater to look my best for 
day. Leap-fragging over dusty 
possessions which look abandoned by 
now, went through kitchen (which is 
like "no man’s land” during World 
War I) and tried to fix my true love 
a bit of breakfast over the one-burner 
camp stove in laundry. Fed cows and 
horse and brought in wet dog t o back 
hall (cat had gone to Pearsons for 
breakfast because it’s nicer there). 
Mixed up dog’s kibbles with milk 
powder that wouldn’t dissolve. Got 
nothing but a disbelieving look which 
clearly communicated "you don’t 
expect me to eat these on a day 
like this do you?” So back to laun¬ 
dry to take eggs out of boiling water 
to find the gas had gone out. Start¬ 
ed again. Bread was frozen and no 
butter. Breakfast of sorts was finally 
presented to editor. I did washing up 
with rain pouring in from new wind¬ 
ows just put in under the rafters for 
which there isn’t any glass yet. At 
this point I shouted, "I want my 
Mum.'" This brought snicker or two 
from builders. They don't know my 
Mother. She would say, "Honey, 
whatever made you move here?" and 
take to settee with the latest " House 
and Garden" . 

” With notebook, pen, camera, flash- 
cubes, and dressed for rain in trench- 
coat, canvas hat purchased from sur¬ 
plus store and big beach umbrella, I 
set out to make rounds. Wheeled 
Hond£( slowly through deep mud of 
driveway, opened and closed gate 
(cursing at my favorite gentleman 
for not having put in a cattle stop) 
shook off the rain and climbed back 
in. Slithering and slathering up 


Collins Head Road against a rushing 
stream of water that would have 
filled Lake Eyre in an hour or so, 
finally got onto the bitumen and let 
’er go. 

" Arrived at my first stop, and girl 
to be interviewed was ill. Out to 
stop number two on other side of island 
road sign saying "impassable when 
wet”. Turned down small lane. Final 
ly found house after three false tries. 
No one home. Left note. Back into 
car to call on Barbara Thebo to wel¬ 
come her back and try to get some 
Eastern Shore of Maryland recipes to 
share with readers. Knocked on all 
doors of Charlie Strauss* flats (not" 
knowing which one Barbara and 
Christine are in) but no one at home. 

By this time wind was increasing. 
Raining harder than ever. Drenched 
through trench coat, I hopped back 
into Honda and crept downhill at 
snail’s pace, wiping windscreen with 
wet gloves to see out, and headed for 
another home on still another part of 
island for another interview. Only 
way to get there, I was told, was to 
drive up someone else’s drive, get 
out of car and walk down hill and 
over rock garden and up another hill. 
Found house but after knocking and 
calling and you-hooing, heard 
neighbor say, "off island for another 
week or so." 

"Thought I might as well call in 
at airport to check manifest to see if 
new part to old cookstove has arrived. 
Nope. Then to Phil Page's to get 
petrol. "Has he got you working too?" 
he asked. "Ever since I met him, ” 

I replied. 

"Headed for BP Middlegate. Load¬ 
ed up car with groceries including a 
b3Q chicken anticipating that after¬ 
noon may be a repeat of morning. 

Did Collins Head sleigh ride in the 
mud right to gate. 

"Drenched and covered with mud. 
Carried in groceries, empty notebook 
and unused flashcubes and was met 
by angry cat. Obviously very slight¬ 
ed I thought he’d had enough break¬ 
fast at Pearsons. 

"Would like to make appoint!-'ent 
to see editor about pay rise." 




SENDER.' 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 


To Australia 110 
To New Zealand 240 


TO; 


•SECOND |FOU>BACK HERE- 


As agents for uantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We * d like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 




.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE.-.-.. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND; 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish* g. Fill in address panel at the top of 
the page. 3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line, 

4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky’ tape at the 'T { and add postage stamps. 




















